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M ariana Committee for the Humanities
An Affiliate o f the National Endowment for the Humanities

Oct. 12, 2005
Contact: Mark Sherouse, executive director, Montana Committee for the Humanities, (406) 2436022, sherouse@maill.umt.edu.
HUMANITIES COMMITTEE ELECTS NEW MEMBERS, OFFICERS
MISSOULA—
Five new members of the Montana Committee for the Humanities, who will serve from
2006 through 2009, were elected at a meeting held Oct. 2 in Missoula.
New members are Brian Cockhill of Helena, cultural leader and former director of the
Montana Historical Society; Geoffrey Gamble, president o f Montana State University-Bozeman;
James Heckel, director of the Great Falls Public Library; David Messenger, professor of history
at Carroll College in Helena; and civic and cultural leader Carol Smith of Victor.
“We are delighted with these new members,” said Mark Sherouse, MCH executive
director. “They not only bring expertise in Montana history and cultural affairs, but also
important connections with the many constituencies we serve throughout the state. They will
make a strong board even stronger.”
MCH also elected new officers for 2006 at the meeting. They are committee chair Danell
Jones, a writer and instructor at Rocky Mountain College in Billings, and vice chair Michael
Murphy, associate professor o f media arts at The University o f Montana.
The committee also bade farewell to four distinguished members whose terms will
conclude at the end of 2005: former chair Paul Haber, UM professor of political science; Chris

-more311 Brantly • The University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812-7848
telephone 406-243-6022 • FAX 406-243-4836 • lastbest@selway.iimt.edu • www.humanities-mt.org

101205mch-2
Labunetz, Great Falls cultural leader; chair Jean Steele, Hamilton educator; and Niki Whearty,
Helena librarian and educator.
Founded in 1972 and located on the UM campus, MCH is Montana’s independent
nonprofit state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. The committee has
provided services and grants that support learning in history, philosophy, literature and other
humanities disciplines to hundreds of Montana organizations.
MCH programs include the Speakers Bureau, OpenBook readings and discussions, One
Book Montana, Letters About Literature, the Montana Festival of the Book, Museum on Main
Street and the Governor’s Humanities Awards.
For more information about MCH and its programs, go online to http://www.humanitiesmt.org.
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